WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A^teLUltting'p'aMffrtor a body ol "water, the retaining panel comprising: 
a continuous central portion having a first end and a second end^/^^ 

a first side portion integrally connected to and extending.^'^arwardly at a first angle fi:'om 
said first end of said central portion, said first side portion^ving a rear end; 

a second side portion integrally connected te^d extending rearwardly at a second angle 
from said second end of said central portion, smd second side portion having a rear end; 

a first flange integrally connectea to and extending from said rear end of said first side 
portion, said first flange having a proximal portion and a distal portion, said distal portion of said 
first flange defining a female jronnecting portion; and 

a second flange imegrally connected to and extending firom said rear end of said second 
side portion, said se^nd flange having a proximal portion and a distal portion, said distal portion 
of said second flmige defining a male connecting portion; 

whg^ein said retaining panel is adapted to be connected to a substantially similar, adjacent 
retai ning pane l by insertin^^ said retaining panel into said female 

co^Jectmg ponion oi said adjacent retaining panel. 

2. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein said retaining panel is adapted to be interlocked 
with said adjacent retaining panel by inserting said male connecting portion of said retaining 
panel into said female connecting portion of said adjacent retaining panel. 

3. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein said retaining panel is of substantially uniform 
thickness. 



4. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein an intermediate portion of said central portion has 
a substantially level outer surface approximately between said first end and said second end. 

5. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein an intermediate portion of said first side portion 
has a substantially level outer surface approximately between said first end of said central portion 
arid said rear end of said first side portion. 

6. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein an intermediate portion of said second side 
portion has a substantially level outer surface approximately between said second end of said 
central portion and said rear end of said second side portion. 

7. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein said proximal portion of said first flange has a 
substantially level outer surface approximately between said rear end of said first side portion 
and said distal portion of said first flange. 

8. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein said proximal portion of said second flange has a 
substantially level outer surface approximately between said rear end of said second side portion 
and said distal portion of said second flange. 

9. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein said first angle is approximately equal to said 
second angle. 

10. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein the length of said first side portion is 
approximately equal to the length of said second side portion. 

11. The retaining panel of claim 10 wherein said central portion is approximately parallel to 
said proximal portions of said first flange and said second flange. 

12. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein said central portion is approximately parallel to 
said proximal portions of said first flange and said second flange. 
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13. The retaining panel of claim 1 wherein said retaining panel is comprised of polyvinyl 
chloride. 

14. w Wotaining panel for a bodyofnvtttei, said lelahiing panel compnsmg: 

a continuous central portion having a first end and a second end; >^ 

a first side portion integrally connected to and extending at a fij?^ angle from said first 
end of said central portion, said first side portion having a rear endj^ 

a second side portion integrally connected to and e?efending at a second angle fi-om said 
second end of said central portion, said second angle^proximately equal to said first angle, said 
second side portion having a rear end; X 

a first flange integrally connected^ and extending at a third angle fi"om said rear end of 
said first side portion, said first flange having a proximal portion and a distal portion, said distal 
portion of said first flange defijatmg a female connecting portion; and 

a second flange integrally connected to and extending at a fourth angle fi*om said rear end 
of said second side^ortion, said second flange having a proximal portion and a distal portion, 
said distal portion of said second flange defining a male connecting portion; 

^merein said retaining panel is adapted to be connected to a substantially similar, adjacent 
retiming panel by insertin g said mal gj^QtmeetiiigTorfioirof said retaining panel into said female 
-^t5nnecting portion of said adjacent retaining panel. 

}6. The retaining panel of claim L4 wherein said retaining panel is adapted to be interlocked 
with said adjacent retaining panel by inserting said male connecting portion of said retaining 
panel into said female connecting portion of said adjacent retaining panel. 
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f6. The retaining panel of claim wherein said third angle is approximately equal to said 
fourth angle. . 

1^. The retaining panel of claim j4 wherein the length of said first side portion is 
approximately equal to the length of said second side portion. 

The retaining panel of claim ^4 wherein said retaining panel is comprised of polyvinyl 
chloride. 

1^ A icrainmg panel ot one-piece construction for a body of water, said retaining paijpl^ 
comprising: 

a central portion having a first end and a second end; 

a first side portion integrally connected to and extending aj/a first angle from said first 
end of said central portion, said first side portion having a reajx^d; 

a second side portion integrally connected to aira extending at a second angle from said 
second end of said central portion, said second side portion having a rear end, said second angle 
approximately equal to said first angle, life length of said second side portion approximately 
equal to the length of said first sidepOTtion; 

a first flange integrallyconnected to and extending at a third angle from said rear end of 
said first side portion, saia first flange having a proximal portion and a distal portion, said distal 
portion of said first/ffange defining a female connecting portion; and 

a second flange integrally cormected to and extending at a fourth angle from said rear end 
of said se^nd side portion, said fourth angle approximately equal to said third angle, said second 
flmo^hayino^j^^o^dm^^^ portion, said distal portion of said second flange 

dertrtmg a male connecting portion; 
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vdiefeiir^id "retaining panel is adapied lo be intef locked with a suDst^tiaj lyz b kai^'ai , 
adjacent retaining panel b>Mnsertingji^^ said retaining panel into 

^e ^'S T bmalc coi m cL ling ^omon of said adjace nt r utuiiil ng panel. 

The retaining panel of claim ]^ wherein said retaining panel is comprised of polyvinyl 
chloride. 
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